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Unknown Soldier 



The Unknown Soldier of Warren Union Cemetery 
Back in 1938 The Detroit Society for Genealogical Research did a 
detailed walk thru of Warren Union Cemetery. They noted that a flag 
indicating a soldiers grave was located in strip 20 and in the fifth plot. 
This is now located to the North of the Davy plot and to the West of the 
Heartsig plot of strip 21. 

As a historian I have been told that there was an unknown soldier at 
Warren Union Cemetery but no one has told or shown me where. 

The soldier buried there was not an unknown soldier at the time of 
burial. He certainly is now because no one alive knows. In fact even the 
record of the entire family was destroyed in a flood that wiped out the 
records held in the church basement. Because they were too poor or did 
not believe in placing memorials the names have been lost. 

Should we honor our soldiers because: 

First we soldiers had the guts to stand up and defend our freedoms for 
ourselves and our children and you. If we had not come forth and risked 
our lives you would be speaking German now and not enjoying the 
freedoms we now have. Have those gutless cowards who don't think 
soldiers should be honored ever saw one of your friends killed by an 
enemy, or had to pick up his body parts and put them into a body bag, 
or accompany his casket home and be there with his family, or been shot 



at, or suffered the pain, suffering and horror and hell of war? Then how 
lucky you are and it is because of us soldiers who fought for you. 

I was at a parade when the American Flag went by and everyone 
remained seated except for a crippled veteran in a wheel chair and 
myself an old veteran. We both stood and saluted our flag of freedom. 
Many of my soldier brothers and sisters gave their lives for you. What 
have you done for our country? If you are unwilling to honor our 
soldiers you should go to Iran where you will be fully appreciated and 
will be given your just reward. (As you certainly don't deserve to be 
living in the freedom many of us died to give you.) 

This goes for the officers of the 8 active member Warren 
"Hysterical" Society social clique who ripped out the above stone off of a 
grave. They found nothing wrong with this expensive black granite 
stone at the next public meeting where this was debated. They admitted 
that they did it. And this was also reported by the Warren Police, the 
Macomb Daily July 15, 2011 and by WWJ News. There was lots of room 
for it. It was causing no harm. They have disrespected one of our 
Warren boy heroes. (Many were killed at around age 18) 

You can't hardly disrespect a soldier more than to rip his memorial 
out of a cemetery. They did not own this memorial and they do not own 
this cemetery. The family who placed it were probably from out of town 
and will not know about this for some time. When you disrespect our 
soldiers you disrespect all of us veterans. Visit our historical gallery in 
the Warren Cultural Center West of Mound South of 14 mile on 
Monday evenings when the officers are usually there. They have fliers 
which list the meetings and officers of the Warren "Hysterical" Society 
Sue Keffer, Darlene Slicker, Becky Hetchler, Madelyn Zamora. If you 
add the husbands of the last two you have most of the active membership 
who are responsible for doings. Tell them what you think. By the way 
they also stole four other expensive memorials one listed several soldiers 
who died are are buried at Warren Union Cemetery. For many of these 
soldiers now there is no marker at all with these Warren boys names so 
future generations will forget them. That is just not right. They have 
given our city a black eye. See more details and pictures of these stones 
on the Cemeteries pages at macombhistory.us 



The Soldier: 

By Charles M. Province 

It is the soldier, not the reporter, who has given us freedom of the press. 

It is the soldier, not the poet, who has given us freedom of speech. 

It is the soldier, not the clergy, who has given us freedom of religion. 

If you can read this message thank a teacher, If you are reading it in 
English of your own free will THANK A SOLDIER! 

It is the soldier, not the campus organizer, who has given us the freedom 
to demonstrate. 

It is the soldier, not the lawyer, who has given us the right to a fair trial. 

It is the soldier, who salutes the flag, who serves under the flag, and 

whose coffin is 

draped by the flag, who allows the protester to burn the flag. 

To all the brave men and women who have dedicated or given their lives 
to protecting this country and it's freedoms. 

We gave our all 

Many veterans in poverty have died or committed suicide 

I don't care what you think about me 

BUT YOU SHOULD KNOW YOUR FREEDOM'S NOT FREE 

We paid, many with our lives 

UNLESS YOU LEARN FROM HISTORY 

YOU MAY SOON HAVE TO PAY DEARLY 

Thank you Soldier 

By Chris Woolnough 

Have you stopped to thank a veteran today? 

For the price of freedom they had to pay? 



Did you gaze into those distant eyes? 

Did you see the ghosts he can ? t deny? 

Did you think a soldier's heart was made of steel? 

Because he was trained to kill, he couldn't feel? 

Did you see the guilt written on his face, 

For the loss of life he can't replace? 

Did you know he mourns the lives he couldn't save, 

And walks with comrades in their grave? 

Did you remember the boy with innocence lost? 

Do you really know war's ultimate cost? 

Have you felt the blast of artillery fire? 

Do you have the courage it would require? 

Have you stood in trenches consumed with fear? 

Felt the enemies breath so very near? 

Have you walked with God on a battleground? 

Seen your brothers dead or dying all around? 

Have you stopped to thank a vet today, 

Or did you just turn and walk away? 

From the pain he'll carry for the rest of his life, 

Did you consider his family, his children, his wife? 

That watch him suffer in silence each and every day, 

As he's haunted by memories that don't go away? 

Did you care that the soldier is still pulling guard? 

That his heart, mind, and soul will forever be scarred? 

Do you know how he suffers from ptsd? 

Or that our precious freedom is never free? 

Do you care that he still hears the blood curdling screams? 

Or that he returns to the war each night in his dreams? 

Have you felt the sorrow of a combat vet? 

Or would you rather just forget? 

That war has pierced his hardened heart, 

And torn this soldier all apart? 

Would you rather our heroes just fade away? 

Or will you stop to thank a vet today? 




Peaceful Christians Slaughtered 

The Americans are coming! 

The French and their Indian allies and the British and their Indian allies were at war busy killing and scalping 
each other. They both were killing and scalping Americans. Thousands of American settlers had been 
butchered. The Americans were organizing against all of them. The cry of "The only good Indian is a dead 
Indian" was heard through out the land. As the Americans were coming to power there was more bloodshed 
and butchery. 

Into this conflict came brave Christian missionaries from Moravia a section of Germany. Their 
congregations consisted almost entirely of peaceful Indians, part of a band of Delaware Indians. Now be it 
understood that these people believed and practice what Jesus taught which was to "Love One Another" and 
be kind to everyone. Some of these migrated to Michigan becoming the first Protestants in Michigan. 
Clarence M. Burton the prominent historian stated "A band of Moravians went to Gnaden-huetten" (a 
settlement just west of Mt Clemens on the bank of the Clinton River) "in the spring of 1782 to collect corn 
they had planted the previous fall." They were collecting this to feed their starving families in Sandusky Ohio 
when they were taken prisoners by a band of Americans, then taken to Fort Pitt where they were allowed to 
send for their families. These peaceful Christians were no threat to anyone, "When they had all collected 
together they were told they must all die. They begged for mercy. They fell upon their knees in prayer and 
while thus engaged one of their captors picked up a cooper's mallet and with a hasty stride forward he dashed 
out the brains of the nearest Indian, whose eyes were closed and hands uplifted as he still knelt in prayer. 
Not an Indian stirred as the murderer proceeded down the line. Again and again he performed the act of 
murder until a row of fourteen ghastly corpses marked his bloody path. Breathless with the awful work, he 
tossed the mallet to a companion, saying: "Go on with the glorious work. I have done pretty well." this was 
3ut the opening of the tragedy. The flood-gates of murder were open. The tide would have its way. Old 
men and young men, loving mothers, gentle maidens, and nursing babies, innocent in the sight of earth and 
Heaven, meek and unresisting as lambs led to the slaughter, were massacred outright. Ninety Six persons 
were put to death within half an hour." This was done by the Americans. The British, were also incensed 
against these Christian Indians because it was part of the Moravian creed to be friendly with all people and to 
take no part in war. The British could not get the Moravian Christians to make war against the Americans. 
Isn't it ironic that the Americans committed this act against a group of people that would never have hurt 
them? Historians feel that those Americans acted in haste without thinking out what would have been best. 
Some historians feel that the language barrier was partly to blame. If some of the parties could have spoken a 
super simple language such as Esperanto perhaps they could have had better understanding and settled the 
matter with discussion rather than brute violence. 

What was the Indians crime? None. They were just gathering corn that they themselves had planted to feec 
their starving families. Why would the Americans do this terrible thing? You will have to look in other 
history books to find this one. Look into Indian raids. Again it was rule by brute force instead of rule by law 
that we call law and order. In our society (until 2004 when our Bill of Rights was negated by the Military 
Commissions Act) they would be entitled to a trial. 



Older Churches of South Warren 

The oldest churches in southern Warren were in Center Line. They were St Clement, Center 
Line Community Church, Center Line Presbyterian and the Baptist Church. See Center line 
Churches for fotos of them. In southern Warren there were several more. I am in process of 

finding the histories to add the info here. 




Trinity Lutheran 8150 Chapp Ave 
(586) 755-6767 



MOUNT CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH Packard 
Street 1 block east of Van Dyke near 9 Mile Established 
1926 with 24 families. Met at the community hall on 
Nine Mile. They constructed a white frame building 
1926 Today's cement block structure was built in 
1951. Education wing was added seven years after that. 
While the permanent building was under construction, 
met at the Bel Air Drive-in Theater on Eight Mile. Mt 
Calvary and the nearby Ascension Catholic Church 
often worked together on community projects and even 
had ecumenical services. At one time, they co- 
sponsored a baseball league for hundreds of boys and girls in their neighborhoods. The successes of the 
church (with attendance at one time being as high as one thousand were attributed leadership 
of Rev. E. J. Warnke 





^Fellowship General Baptist 7256 E Nine 
SVtile Road. The church began in about 1950 
under a different name. They think the bar 
receded the church. 



Word of Faith Church of God in Christ 
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First Church of Jesus Christ 





Trinity Missionary Church 

This was the old Church of the Nazarine 

|on Ford just East of Van Dyke 



CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 

^Ascension Church, Van Dyke and Eight Mile has 
^Sbeen the center of life in Baseline since it's founding 
% 1926 on Fisher Avenue. The church completes its 

jeightieth year of existence. The population shrank 

so did that of the parish. In 1980 and 2006, 
he church sold properties, closed the school. 

|The 300 families Merged with St Leonard's 

'and St. Dorothy's in 2007. 



St George was a little church on Lorraine a hundred feet north of 10 Mile road. It existed in 
the 1970s 



Pageant of Progress 
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Prehistory of Warren 

First a short summary. Our area was formed from molten rock, became mountains, was worn down by 

erosion, became covered by seas, later it was covered by tropical forests occupied by huge beasts dinosaurs 

and other weird animals. Later our area was covered by glaciers with ice a mile thick. Later our area was 

covered again by seas and lakes. As the land rose it became cold tundra. In the last 10,000 years it became 

covered with forests with many types of trees. Time span was 600,000,000-2,000,000.000 years. Humans in 

Michigan about 12,000 years before present. 
Long before this the oldest precambrian rock was formed from gas which had condensed to form a 
molten ball and the lighter materials floated to the outside. Over billions of years this crust cooled forming 
continents. Meanwhile the Earth was hit with millions of frozen meteorites eventually causing the formation 
of oceans between the floating pieces of crust. The deepest rock under Warren which goes 7-30 miles down 
was actually once part of several continents. Columbia, Rodinia, Pangaea, Gondwana, Laurentia and others. 
These pieces of crust floated on the hot surface of the globe bumping into each other, splitting apart many 
times until the present continents were formed. The continents are still in motion today and move a few 
inches a year, Warren has been positioned at the equator, at the poles and in between as it is now and has had 
climates that match those positions. The Earth's crust folded forming mountains and volcanoes to the north 
of the Lower Peninsula. The Penokean Mountain range was created in the upper peninsula of Michigan and 
was probably high as the present Rockies. 

For many thousands of years Warren was covered with seas, glaciers, lakes, clay, marshland and 
forests. Fossils found in the area date back from thousands of years to hundreds of millions of years. The 
topsoil under our feet took thousands of years to build up. Below that is about a hundred feet of clay which 
are the remains of mountains dragged here by the glaciers from the Upper Peninsula. Below that are many 
layers of rock formed in many ways some from millions of years of this area being covered by shallow seas 
and coral reefs. There are layers of salt that extend from here to New York which are the result of salt water 
seas drying out. If a clock face were to represent all of prehistory and history of our area only the last fraction 
of a second would represent the history of mankind on this planet. Mankind's tenure on this planet has been 
very short in comparison to many other things. 

Over 600 million years ago in the Precambrian Era the area that would become Warren was part of a 
shallow sea in which sediments were deposited on the sea floor from the erosion of the mountains. After the 
old mountains were eroded down the Killarney Mountains were formed in the Upper Peninsula. Geologists 
have found sedimentary rocks layered, folded and tilted, or crumpled into wavy lines, indicating that 
originally flat layers were pushed up into ridges and mountains. By measuring the angle and thickness of 
these layers of rock (strata) and studying the places where still hidden strata appear as outcrops on the 
surface, geologists have determined that a great mountain chain, sometimes referred to as the Killarney 
Mountains, extended from Minnesota, across Wisconsin and Michigan, and on eastward into Canada. This 
mountain range towered over the landscape for millions of years until the combined forces of earthquakes, 
glaciers and weather eroded them away. We are now resting on top of the ground down Killarney Mountains. 
In the Cambrian period over 500 million years ago the land was uplifted many times. With each uplift 
the sediments were changed and folded and new igneous rocks were forced into these formations. The 
mountains eroded and the sediments that were carried into the shallow sea became the layer of Cambrian 
Sandstone located below present day Warren. 

In the Ordovician period over 425 million years ago Warren remained under the ancient sea which 
became alternately shallower, deeper, clear and muddy which formed the layers of limestone from millions 
of small animal shells and dolomite and shale formed from muddy water. 

njSince the Michigan area was shaped like a huge saucer it has been 
jcalled the Michigan Basin by geologists. 

During the Silurian Period over 400 million years ago the area of 
IWarren was covered with deep seas with clear warm waters. Great 
(deposits of muds and corals were formed (now called the Niagara 
|Limestones). This is about 3200 feet below Warren now. One form of 
jjcoral became the state stone (the Petoskey Stone). 
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What's a Petoskey Stone? What is the state stone of Michigan. The Petoskey 

Stone is a coral that lived 350 million years ago during the Devonian age when the 

northern part of Michigan was covered with a sea of warm water. The scientific 

name is Hexagonaria percarinata; sloss (Hexagonaria meaning having six sides). 

The soft living tissue of the corallite was called polyp. At the center of the polyp 

was the food intake opening or mouth. This dark spot, or the eye of the corallite, 

has been filled with silt or mud that petrified after falling into the openings. 

Surrounding the opening were tentacles that were used for gathering food and 

drawing the food into the mouth. This living corallite thrived on plankton which 

lived in the warm sea. Source and for more on Petoskey Stones go to 

http://www.boynecountry.com/petoskey-stone-73/ Toward the end of this time the seas became salty as 

ocean water splashed into the basin and many forms of life died. Layers of salt, and anhydrite settled in the 

bottom of the basin which is now down about 1200 feet below Warren. Later more limestone was formed. 

During the Devonian period over 325 million years ago the climate became warm and moist. 
Michigan became a closed pond. This was the age of fishes and corals which formed limestone. Later as a 
bay formed and vegetation sediments were deposited various shales were formed. 

During the Mississippian period over 310 million years ago shales, limestone and gypsum were 
deposited. 

During the Pennsylvanian period over 280 million years ago Warren was above the sea while the 
center of the state was a huge swamp with huge fern like plants (which later formed coal). 

During the Permian period over 220 million years ago the climate of Warren became alternately hot 
and dry and mild. There were saber tooth tigers, horses and other animals including dinosaurs. Erosion has 
removed all traces of these and almost everything else up to the end of the last glacial period. For a source 
for the above just look at any Michigan Geography book. (Geo of MI) 

About a million years ago the climate gradually became colder and the land was covered with snow. As it 
continued to grow colder the snow became deeper and changed to ice under the pressure of the snow layers 
above. Glaciers 100 f s of feet thick pushed, scraped and ground the surface of the land as they advanced. 
Warren was covered by thick ice for thousands of years. 

Warren RESTS ON TOP OF MOUNTAINS! 
There were several periods of glaciation. When the glaciers melted, deposits of glacial drift (now almost 100 
feet thick) settled to the bottom of the lake which was formed at the end of the glacier. The ground we are 
now resting on top of is the remains of the ground down Killarney Mountains. These mountains that used to 
be in the upper peninsula which were themselves formed from the Penokean Mountains are now the dense 
clay that is under the topsoil and sand layers of Warren's gardens. You can be historically correct when you 
state that Warren rests on top of mountains. 

Warren thawed out but rested under an expanded Lake St. Clair until about 10,000 years ago. 
As the lake level declined and the ground rose Warren at first was tundra with arctic plants, then low plants 
and shrubs, then gradually the following trees became dominant: Spruce, fir, pine, oak, chestnut walnut, 
sycamore butternut, basswood, elm, beech ash, oak, and pine. Some of the animals that have lived in the area 
of Warren since the glaciers and lake retreated are: wolf, giant beaver, white-tailed deer, musk ox, mastodon, 
American elk, Jefferson mammoth, muskrat, moose, short-tailed shrew, woodchuck,, eastern chipmunk red 
squirrel, gray squirrel Canada beaver, white-footed deer mouse, vole, raccoon, martin, red fox and many 
different species of birds. Mastodons were a special animal. 

Archaeologists tell us that man may have lived off and on in Michigan over 10,000 years ago. What is 
strange is that several civilizations seem to have become extinct. Scientists claim that there has been as many 
of five extinctions of life on this planet. Mankind after all still has the specter of nuclear winter which will 
follow even a modest nuclear exchange perhaps brought on by terrorists. Our planet is now suffering 
massive global extinctions of animal and plant species caused by pollution and human activity. The Carbon 
dioxide balance is being upset by industrialization and the global depletion of the planet's rain forests. 

The Ozone layer has taken a beating leading to increase in cancers. Peoples in the past had a strong 
ozone layer to protect them. They lived practically their entire lives outside They did not have or need sun 
screen lotion. And they had clean air to breathe unlike now when thousands of people dying as a result of 
pollution. 132 



Our governments are not seeing to it that enough research is being done on drugs to stop the new drug 
resistant bacteria. Our enemies are mainly only ourselves and bacteria. 

We live on a planet which is a mere speck in the vastness of a huge uninhabitable universe. It is like a 
big spaceship and it has no life preservers. We need to take care of our space ship as it is the only one we 
have. History can help us do that. History can show us where to make changes in our cultures for example to 
put an end to violence and needless wars thru rule of law and thru a code of conduct that must be required of 
every citizen of our planet- spaceship Earth. If we cannot live together in peace the nuclear weapons and 
biological weapons will be unleashed and we will all die. Scientists are concerned because terrorists are 
increasingly able to accumulate more destructive power. Nuclear weapons and materials are being stolen 
particularly from the old Soviet Union and now Pakistan. 

History warns us that weapons usually get used. Lastly history tells us that we had better pay attention 
to science. Medical scientists are warning us that more medical research needs to be done to find antibiotics 
against super germs. With the human population of 7 billion our enemies the bacteria and viruses have a huge 
target population in which to develop mutations. Super germs are increasing at an unprecedented rate and we 
need to develop antibiotics against them. We had better pay attention to history of epidemics. We need to be 
observant, informed, and prepared. 

Nuclear catastrophe in the past in Michigan? 
The oldest radiocarbon dating from Michigan archaeological digs prove that man was in the area 5350 years 
ago. And that may actually be a false reading. It actually be much older because a nuclear event may have 
happened that throws readings off. 

A very recent scientific discovery of a possible nuclear event (not man made) that happened several 
thousand years ago leading to the extinction of mankind and animals in Michigan and causing genetic 
mutations including the appearance of corn. Theory is that radioactive rays from a super nova explosion in 
space hit Michigan with radiation. (See research source Terrestrial Evidence of a Nuclear Catastrophe in 
Paleoindian Times from: the Mammoth Trumpet (March 2001) by Richard B. Firestone, Lawrence. Berkeley 
National Laboratory, and William Topping, Consultant, Baldwin, Michigan 
http://abob.libs.uga.edu/bobk/nuclear.html) 

Other resent scientific research shows that our planet may have had multiple mass extinctions of 
much of its life caused by meteor impacts. (Brit). Brit, Robert Roy. Mystery of Arizona's Meteor Crater 
Solved posted 9 March 2005 on Internet. 
http://www.space.com/scienceastronomy/050309_meteor_crater.html 

Other sources were: 1970 Parkins, Almon Ernest. The Historical Geography of Detroit. Michigan Kennikat 

Press. 1970; 

Hinsdale, Wilbert B. Michigan Archaeological Atlas Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 1931. 



The following page shows the layers of rock below us and its thickness. Such a chart may be found in any 
good Michigan Geology book. This one was from Dorr, John & Eachman, Donald. Geology of Michigan. 
Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 
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The Behrns-Qualmann Story 




RES 'OF" JOHN SEHRNS 



In Oct of 2009 The Warren Historical Commission dedicated an Historical Marker at the Behrns-Qualmann 
Farmhouse. The marker states "German immigrant Joachim Behrns (1808-1888) settled here in 1854. The 
one-story portion predates 1856, with additions in 1861 and c 1900. In 1902 son Henry Behrns (1849-1930) 
sold the farm to the family of his farmhand William Qualmann (1885-1983) who married Catherine Kutchey 
in 1908. Qualmann, a Justice of the Peace and Township Treasurer, later sold real estate. The 60-acre dairy 
farm reached north a half mile; produce was sold roadside and at Detroit's Eastern Market. The Behrns and 
silo burned, winter 1940. Chicken coop, smoke house and garage still stand." 

This site is listed on the State Register of Historic Sites. Ray Stilwell the Grandson of William Qualmann 
prepared and printed a booklet which he handed out at the dedication. The following are a few excerpts from 
that booklet. "Joachim Behrns arrived in Warren Township between 1851 and 1854, and his house is one of 
the oldest standing in Warren. Records indicate that at least a portion of the house, the one-story wing, 
existed as early as 1856, if not before. In 1861 the generalized italianate-influence two-story upright unit was 
added, after Behrns experienced some prosperity. The rear "summer kitchen" (later converted to an 
apartment) was added around the turn of the last century. John (Joachim) Behrns farmed the land until his 
death in 1888, the farm passing to John's son Henry. In 1902, after the death of his wife Henry sold the farm 
for $6,000 to Charles Qualmann and his wife Agusta, who deeded it to his son William, who served as 
Behrns's farm hand and housekeeper. William, married Catherine Kutchey in 1908 and the family farmed the 
60-acre tract until 1928. Catherine died in 1972; William occupied the house until his death in 1983. 

Shortly after the 1902 sale to Charles Qualmann. Henry Behrns initiated a lawsuit to set aside the sale, on the 
ground that at the time of the sale he (Behrns) was "mentally incompetent by reason of his excessive use of 
intoxicating liquors" and that the amount of the sale was inadequate. The case went all the way to the 
Michigan Supreme Court, where it was decided that the sale was proper. 

William Qualmann was elected Warren Township treasurer and also served on the Center Line Board of 
Education and as a justice of the Peace." 



William Qualmann formally retired from farming in 1928 but he resumed farming during the Great 
Depression. The Pineview Street portion of the farm from Ten Mile north to what is now Frazho, was 
subdivided beginning in 1939; the Curie portion (originally a farm lane) about 1950. A branch of Bear Creek 
passed through the farm, but was put underground in about 1955; its location can still be seen by examining 
the topography and old real estate plats. A few lot lines conform to the old creek banks. The house was one 
of the first in the area to have electric lights, which were installed ty the Susick brothers who lived across the 
street. 




William Qualmann and kids by barn. Kids with bams in background 





Qualmann Barn Fire January 1940 
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Scouting 

Since 1910 scouting has helped boys and girls learn 

decent values while also learning survival skills, 

practical knowledge, leadership skills, community and 

occupational knowledge. Scouts and scout leaders 

have saved hundreds of lives, improved 
neighborhoods and provided needed service to our 

community. 



"ON MY HONOR I -WILL DO MY BEST: TO 
DO MY DUTY TO GOD AND MY COUNTRY 
AND TO OBEY THE SCOUT LAW 
* TO HELP OTHER PEOPLE AT ALL 
TIMES * TO KEEP. MYSELF PHYSICALLY 
STRONG, MENTALLY AWAKE AND 
MORALLY STRAIGHT. - The Scout Oath 

A SCOUT IS TRUSTWORTHY, LOYAL, 
HELPFUL, FRlENDiX COURTEOUS, 
KIND, OBEDIENT, CHEERFUL, THRIFTY, 

BRAVE, CLEAN, REVERENT.-The Scout Low 
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As an Eagle Scout project Mr. Kenneth Szfranski raised the money 
installed the pole, and is pictured raising the American flag for 
the first time at the Arthur J. Miller Branch. 






South Macomb News 



Goodfellows Issue 
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A Christmas for Every Child! 
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South Macomb Record Review 




History of St Anne Parish 
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In August 1943, four mothers from the Village 

of Warren area went to the Chancery Office to 

see Archbishop Mooney regarding religious 

instruction for the children of the village. The 

Archbishop assured them that instruction 

classes would be started, but could give them 

little assurance of a parish due to the number of 

priests then engaged as Chaplains in the War 

In September 1943, instruction classes were 
begun in the Sisters' convent on Van Dyke, the 
Mother house of the Slovak-Dominican Sisters. 

This arrangement served as a partial solution, 

but lack of space in the convent, and 
transportation problems due to the war, were 
factors to be met and overcome. In the Spring 
of 1944, Mr. Norman Halmich, then Postmaster 
and Storekeeper, displayed in his store a petition to 
signed by Catholic parents for religious instruction of 
children in Warren. 

In late June, 1944, the Mission Helpers of the 
Sacred Heart, four in number, opened a vacation 
school in an empty store on Chicago Road. This, too, 
I was inadequate, in space, so the vacation school was 
mainly held under the trees in the Village Park. In the 

Fall the same Mission Helpers returned to Warren 
weekly for Saturday instructions, held in the Village 

Barn. 

In December, a Christmas Program was conducted in 
the Barn for the parents and children. It was at this 
meeting that discussion arose regarding the 
possibility of establishing a parish in Warren. Enthusiasm ran high, with the result that a total of $2,500.00 
was donated for a parish. The money was forwarded to the Chancery Office for future use. 

In March of 1945, announcement was made from the Chancery Office that a parish was to be established in 
the vicinity of Mound and 13 Mile Roads. Fr. Frank J. Walsh was given the assignment. 

Among the men attending the next meeting at the Doctor's home was the late Mr. Norman Halmich who 
graciously donated five acres of land on Mound Road at Arden Avenue. Later on, foreseeing the future need 
of the parish he donated another five acres adjacent to the original five, which now comprises the present 
parish property. 




The First Church was the Warren Village Barn, which was purchased for $14,000. The first Mass was said in 
the remodeled barn Easter Sunday April, 1946. At this time there were 225 families. 

St. Anne Parish originally comprised twenty square miles, from 12 Mile to 16 Mile Roads, and from 
Dequindre to Schoenherr. Due to the enormous growth of the City of Warren, other parishes were 
established. 



Ground for the new Church was broken on April 5th, 1964, and the twenty-year dream became a reality. 
In the summer of 1977 plans were made to renovate St. Anne Church. 




Star Reporter 

This paper was published in Warren in the 1950s. I am looking for one 

to copy. 



St Clement Church and School 
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This was formed in 1853 and was serviced by visiting priests. See History below. 
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St. Clement 

In 1854 the first St. Clement church was built on Van Dyke. Before this little wooden church was built 
on Church Road (now Engleman) and the "centre line", residents had made long rides to St. Mary's in 
downtown Detroit or Assumption on Gratiot at Six Mile Road. In bad weather the roads were almost 
impassible. The wagons had no heaters in winter. The community known as Kunrod's corners was centered 
around State Road (now Sherwood) and Ten Mile Road which was a dirt or mud path. The local citizens 
who were mostly immigrants from Germany, Ireland, France and Belgium, decided that then wanted a 
church in the nearby area. The St Clement Parish was established around 1853 and met in local homes. An 
actual church building was not constructed until four years later. The local people decided that they wanted a 
church to be built on the west side of the "Centre Line". This was the center road of Warren Township (now 
Van Dyke). They felt that they would not be able to get to church in the spring and fall when the roads 
turned to mud seas, especially over by Kunrod's corners as this was the lowest area near by the creek. Also 
more residents lived nearer to the East side location. Peter Rotarius donated two acres of his land on the land 
on the west side of the "Centre line". Next to him was Johann Weingartz who donated an acre. Later 
Mathias and Josepf Miller donated two acres of land they had been given as payment for work they had done 
for Joseph Cramer. The community voted to establish on the East side of the centre line. Additional 
properties were donated and several parcels of land were raffled and the money used to buy six acres of the 
Cramer- Clemens farm. The parish may have been named St Clement after Mr. Clemens. The parish 
boundaries were from Woodward to Lake St Clair and from Eight Mile to Fourteen Mile Roads. In 1854 a 
simple wood frame church building was built. In 1857 a one-room school was erected. The parish was 
served by visiting priests until 1858 when Father Henry Meuffels became the first resident priest. In 1868 
an addition was put on to the wood frame church. 



In trying to read the pastors writing as I worked on this history, I was told that they went to a 
different school of handwriting. I don't know about that but they sure sometimes got careless about good 
penmanship. When all of the letters look like undotted i's than something is wrong. Plus I had to buy two 
Latin books to figure out the meanings as the records are in Latin. Father William Hendrickx became the 
pastor in 1868. He spoke several languages. 
By 1870 the first wooden church had become too crowded and was enlarged. A New pipe organ was also 



installed. 

On May 10 1871 the cemetery was relaid out. During Fr Hendrick's time (1871) the school 
building was enlarged and Housing dwellings for the teachers and organist were built. 
According to a Macomb Daily news article "Fr Hendrick proposed on Jan 6 1880 the building of a new 
church. "The proposal was received with great enthusiasm and the corner stone was laid on July 5, 
1880. ...The church was dedicated Nov 6, 1881." (Macomb Daily Pagent of Progress) 

In 1880 a new brick St Clement was built based on the plans for the Sacred heart Church in 
Detroit. Its dimensions were 136 feet by 54 with five entrances and fifteen stained glass windows. It cost 
$18,000. The corner stone laid out on July 5 had a mistake. The stone mason got carried away and had 
1888 on it. But careful reworking covered that up until years later. That was a very well made church. 
Construction started in September and the church was dedicated on Nov 6, 1881. The building was 136 feet 
long and 54 feet wide at a cost of $18,000. It had 15 stained glass windows and a number of paintings, 
chaste frescoes. It was one of the most beautiful churches in the area. It had 5 entrances. At the time it was 
the highest structure in Warren. According to a Macomb Daily article dated April 1, 1967 George Freidhoff 
an immigrant from Bavaria and his uncle John Freidhoff helped to construct the church. A Mrs. Freidhoff 
reported that Lambert Peters, his brother Antoine Peters, and son-in-law Peter Guion worked as plasterers 
and bricklayers on the church. Lambert Peters also did the beautiful frescos, cove ceilings and arches. Some 
of the organists were Miss Cecelia Wirth, Miss Catherine Miller, and Mrs. Frank Kaltz. Sextons were Ben 
and Joseph Grobble and Adam Burkhesier. Mrs. Freidhoff stated that people drove their buggies for miles to 
visit the beautiful church and that some of the early church members were the families of: Antonie and Henry 
Peters, Alex and Noah Groesbeck, William Henry Halmich, Alfred Peters, John, and George Friedhoff, 
Anthony Wolf, Peter Kaltz, Peter Burg, Mathias Miller, George Springer, Andrew Rinke, John Grobbel, 
Michael Kuchey, Bernard Hoste, John Campbell, George Baumgardner, Robert Dalton, Joseph Metter, 
Simon Leonard, Henry Vaer Hoven, John and Willian DeGrandchamp, George Gill, John Elliot, Joseph 
Rivard, John Hafferley, Louis Schoenherr, William Jackson, Frank Rivard, August VeLyne, Daniel Jackson, 
Reinhold Hessel, John Buechel, Joseph Altermatt, August LaMael, Robert Rasch, Chris Ruhlman, William 
Theut, John Theut and Heronomus Engleman. 

Later the frame church was removed in order to build a new brick school with two classrooms and an 
auditorium. 

In 1890 the new Pastor Father Kramer convinced three sisters of Providence of St Mary's of the 
Woods, Vigo County Indiana to come here to teach. 

Nuns served as teachers and were not paid. On several occasions they asked the pastor for help as they 
did not have food or the means to buy clothes. They were not very happy about the answers they got from 
him. Of course the church was fairly poor. 

They were replaced in 1892 by the Sisters of St. Dominic from Racine, Wisconsin. In 1896 an 
upper story was added to the small schoolhouse and was quickly turned into a hall where school children put 
on plays and held recitals. 

The Official St Clement's history states that picnics were held across from the church in 
Engleman grove and that a platform was built for dancing and a German Band played music. 

By the year 1916, 182 students were enrolled at St. Clement School. That number rose to 600 students 
by 1920. The pressing need for a new and larger school led to the construction of a two-story, 16 room brick 
and concrete school. It had a high school and auditorium with a 1,000 seat capacity. The first high school 
graduating class, in 1926, consisted of one person Ester Delia Schnoblen (Smith). In 1952 Father Timothy 
Murray became pastor of St. Clement and ground was broken for a new school to accommodate 1,300 
students. In 1960 work was begun on the present modern church with 65 foot-high vaulted ceiling, gables 
forming a cross, hundreds of panes of stained glass and seating capacity for 1,600. It also has a 130 foot bell 



tower. 
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First Parish Building 1943 

The first pastor, Fr. Timothy Murray (1942 - 1952) had a vision: that church should embrace a person's 
life from womb to tomb. Fr. Murray held the first mass at the U.S.O. Building (now known as the 
Fitzgerald Recreation Building). By fall 1942, masses were held in the unfinished hardware building on 
Nine Mile Road. 

On Palm Sunday 1943, the parishioners gathered in the new St. Mark Church on Ryan Road (a 4000 
sq. ft. cinderblock building). Two masses were held each Sunday. By that fall, two classrooms opened 
in the basement of the church under the direction of Sister Theodora and Sister Teresita, of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph. 

The first school building was completed in 1945, despite construction delays, quite common during the 
war years. 

Four more Sisters of St. Joseph were added to the staff. The sisters lived in a rented house on 
Cunningham Street. 

Fr. Murray lived in Jack Korte's home on LeFever Street until January 1948 when the rectory on Ryan 
Road was built. Since this area was quite rural, there were no paved streets or sidewalks. During spring 
thaws, the roads often became impassable. On one visit by Cardinal Mooney and other dignitaries, their 
vehicle became stuck 
in the street forcing everyone to walk through mud andweeds to reach the rectory. 

In 1952 Fr. Francis Flynn (1952 - 1954) began his first pastorate at St. Mark following a teaching 
career at Sacred Heart Seminary. During this time the convent was built on Bart Avenue to house the 
Sisters of St. Joseph. The convent was a two story building with 12 bedrooms upstairs. 

Fr. Robert Mulcahy (1954 - 1959) assumed pastor duties and inherited a parish that was outgrowing its 
present buildings. Due to a large influx of families, Fr. Mulcahy spearheaded a campaign to construct a 
new church building and to expand the school. The new church (9500 sq. ft. with a seating capacity of 
1250) opened Palm Sunday, 1956 to standing room only worshippers. 
In 1957, Fr. Mulcahy celebrated the 25th jubilee of his ordination in the new church. 

Fr. Joseph Bohr (1959 - 1961) followed Fr.Mulcahy as pastor. During his short stay, the rectory was 
expanded to include six bedrooms and an office addition. 

Fr. Maurice Veryser (1961 - 1970) became pastor in 1961. 

Additional property was acquired, parking lots were added, and sixteen new classrooms (as well as a 
playground)were added to the school complex. In 1965, an addition was added to the convent building. 
The parish had outgrown the church (today's gym) and plans for the current church began. 

In August 1969, Cardinal John Dearden dedicated 

the present church (15,000 sq. ft. with a seating 

capacity of 1500 and dome height of 42 ft). The 

building is a beautiful mixture of natural light oak and gray concrete. The church seating is in the round 

(a difficult concept to accept at that time) creating an open, all-inclusive feeling, which affords a good 

view of the altar from all 

seats. 

Fr. Veryser retired in 1970 and St. Mark welcomed Fr. J. Walter Stanievich (1970 - 1991) as new 



pastor. In 1971, we celebrated Fr. Stans silver anniversary of priesthood. That same year, St. Mark 

School closed and Fr. Stan, in cooperation 

with the public school system, initiated an effective release time program so our children could 

continue their religious education. The marble statue of St. Mark was blessed and dedicated on 

December 1, 1976. Long-time parishioner, Julius Binienda was ordained as Permanent Deacon on June 

14, 1980. 

(His was the first class of deacons to be ordained in the Archdiocese of Detroit.) 

Over the next few years the buildings began to be used to serve the community in new ways. In 1980, 
the parish opened a Clothes Closet which continues to help the less fortunate. The convent became the 
home of the Macomb County Youth 

Interim Facility. The School has been utilized by Stroh's, JOA job placement. Great Lakes Academy 
for Dental Hygienists training, Warren-Center Line Special Education, FEMA, AA, Recovery, Spirit of 
Love, Senior Citizens Club, and Bingo. The parish extended community outreach by beginning a Food 
Pantry, Funeral Luncheon Program, Emergency Transportation, "Sharing the Harvest" Project, and in 
1993 began hosting MCREST, the Macomb County Rotating Emergency Shelter Team. 

In October 1990, Deacon George Posavetz began 

his ministry as Permanent Deacon and continues to serve today. 

In 1991, Fr. Stan retired and passed on the leadership to: 

Fr. Robert Ruedisueli. 

Deacon Julius continued to serve our parish until his death in June 1992. 

In August 1992 Deacon Frank Alex joined Deacon George in parish ministry until his move to the 

Diocese of Saginaw in 1996. 

The 1990 f s marked a new phase in the development of St. Mark Parish. Fr. Ruedisueli placed special 

focus on liturgy and lay ministry. 

He formed a Festival of Ministries which began 

and/or expanded ministerial areas: Pastoral Care 

of the Sick, Marriage Preparation, Liturgy Planning Team, Bereavement, and the Christian 

Formation Program which includes: 

Infant Baptism Catechesis, Religious Education, Youth Ministry, Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 

(RCIA), and Adult Formation. 

1992 marked a year of celebration, as St. Mark 

Parish commemorated its 50th Anniversary. A 

special highlight of that year was the consecration of the first permanent altar by Archbishop Adam 

Maida on June 28. 

The parish Mission Statement, which was formally proclaimed on Pentecost Sunday, May 30, 1993, 
acknowledges and reflects all the work that has gone before and will shape the future of 
the parish for years to come. 

Changes continued throughout the 1990 f s. By 
June of 1995, the rectory and convent were sold to 
Fitzgerald School District. The parish house on 
Kendall was purchased, and renovation of 



classrooms to form the new Parish Center began. 
By 1998, the renovations continued with the 
Library and conversion of two classrooms into a 
large meeting room. We closed the decade with 
the remodeling of Rev. J. Walter Stanievich Hall. 

The Parish of St. Mark moved into the year 2000 with enthusiasm and continues through 2002. As 
Christians of all ages, we are called to a continuing growth in Faith through classes, celebration of the 
sacraments, communal worship, and service to others. 

60 years ago, the seed of Fr. Murray's vision, that church should embrace a 

person's life from womb to tomb, was planted at 

St. Mark Parish. 

Our parish history reflects how that seed has grown into a living, thriving faith community that will 

continue to flourish throughout the 21st Century. 

Complete renovation of the remaining church building was complete in 2006 and every facet of our 

parish life is under one roof„offices~worship space-new gathering space-outreach. 

Dedication Mass 10/1/06 

STATUE OF ST. MARK 

On July 31, 1962 the ship, S.S. Montrose, carrying the 
white Carrara marble statues of St. Mark, St. Peter and 
St. John, collided with a barge and sank in the Detroit 
River under the Ambassador Bridge. The cargo was 
salvaged, stored and forgotten in the Detroit 
Harbormaster's warehouse until 1976 when the parish 
was contacted and offered the St. Mark statue. By 
December 1, 1976 the 9 ton statue became a permanent 
fixture of our Parish. 



Warren Union Cemetery's Stolen memorials Scandal 
In the last few years a historical researcher was spending a lot of time at Warren Union Cemetery 
deciphering and writing down inscriptions and during that time he met many visitors. Some were related to 
persons buried there, Some visitors indicated that they had soldiers in their families who they thought might 
be buried there but could not find a marker. He sometimes had to advise that presently there was no marker 
with the soldier's name on it. He often suggested that someone should donate a marker with soldiers names 
for future generations to see, so these soldiers are not forgotten including Warren's Union's Unknown Soldier. 
One lady visitor (who may have just lost a veteran son or husband) with tears in her eyes said that her 
grandfather stated that an older relative said he would trade in the medals including a silver star if he could 
have his friends that were killed back and that some should have been given the medal of honor but there was 
no one left alive to tell the story and some didn't even have a gravestone. She was upset that there was no 
marker here. I suggested that if she wanted to donate a marker she could go to my website and get the names 
of the soldiers. There was a flurry of publicity about Warren Union Cemetery in 201 1 and Families 
obviously wishing to remain anonymous donated four memorials. One of those took the names off of my 
website and even quoted the source. It listed 30 soldiers most of which are buried here, several who were 
blown apart in France and have no marker in the US and a few who were Warren farm boy-soldiers who are 
most likely buried here and who have no marker in any other cemetery. It certainly causes no harm to honor 
our Warren soldiers and there is lots of room in this cemetery for this marker. These memorials served to 
educate the public and young people who no longer get taught history about those who died for their 
freedom. These memorials honored those who gave their lives. Five memorials were stolen by vigilantes in 
July 201 1 . It is just wrong for vigilantes to steal memorials and especially to steal the Unknown Soldiers 
Memorial off of the grave. See page 130 for photos of the memorials. 

Of course we veterans ask why were these stolen. We know who ordered it done because they 
admitted it to the police and in a public meeting. It was the four member clique who are 2012 officers of the 
Warren Historical Society (W H S) who to this day have not been able to come up with adequate justification 
for this great disrespectful action against our soldiers which was done without a public hearing or even a vote 
of the membership. Besides they do not own the cemetery or the memorials. What right have they got to 
steal a memorial out of a cemetery that was given to our soldiers who sacrificed their lives. The memorials 
were not their property. The WHS actually consists of only around ten active members and a mailing list of 
non active members. They stated their reason as "We cannot accept anonymous donations." The real reason 
was probably that they could not take credit for these memorials. Nothing was found wrong with these 
memorials in the public meeting held the week afterwards. 

About the Children's/Pioneer Memorial. The researcher who has done more research on Warren than 
any other and more research on Warren Union Cemetery than anyone else looked at the research done by 
others and collaborated with other researchers and found that it is highly probable that there are many 
children and pioneers buried at Warren Union Cemetery who have no markers. More research indicated that 
the total number of these is most likely in the hundreds. For documentation see page 83 of Wesley Arnold's 
Warren History Summary entitled. "Why Warren Union Cemetery may have hundreds of more burials than 
stones now show." A beautiful slant granite stone was anonymously donated as a memorial to those children 
and pioneers without a marker. Later with great disrespect to these children and our pioneers the vigilantes 
stole that stone also. What a big black eye for Warren that a power hungry click feels they have the right to 
steal memorials donated to our soldiers, children and pioneers. There is absolutely nothing wrong with this 
memorial. Nothing was found wrong with it at a public meeting a week following the stealing. They simply 
do not own these memorials or the cemetery and it is wrong to steal them. There was no public hearing held 
or vote of the membership. Now future generations will not be informed of the names of our Warren 
soldiers, or of the existence of our Unknown Soldier and of those many children and pioneers without a 
marker. What a shame to Warren. We veterans would like to see these memorials restored. 
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First St Paul Church c 1864 






ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 



Although some details about the founding of the oldest church in Warren vary slightly from source to 
source, it is generally agreed that on June 12, 1864, a group of German speaking residents met for the first 
time in an old frame building on 7 th Street (across Mound Road from the current site in the old Village of 
Warren) to organize St. Paul's Evangelical Church. Led by their first pastor, the Reverend Philip Werheim, 
the first marriage ceremony was performed on July 23, and regular services, conducted entirely in their 
native language, held the parish together as they built their congregation. The first parsonage was built in 
1876, on a nearby site to the present church, which was erected through the efforts of the men of St. Paul's, 
who actually excavated and constructed the building. A cornerstone containing a German Bible and the 
names of all the congregation was laid in a dedication ceremony. 

Soon, a Sunday school and a "German School" (to teach the language and prepare confirmands) were 
in operation (1877) and in 1885, the Reverend O. Keller began 23 years of service, with English first spoken 
in church in 1908. An organ was purchased in 1910 for $2,000.00 (this manual unit was motorized and pipes 
moved to the balcony in 1919). In 1921, the church lost its 35-foot steeple when it was struck by lightening 
and it had to be removed. That same year, a new brick parsonage was built on the south side of the church. 
St. Paul's became a community- meeting place when its hall was built behind the sanctuary and was opened 
to school activities and social events. A significant moment in the church's history was reached in 1935 
when German was dropped entirely from the services, prompted by the influx of new residents into the area. 
By 1939, the 75 th anniversary, their congregation boasted of 200 members. Historically there were 1111 
baptized, 802 confirmed, 506 married and 509 funerals conducted. 

In 1953, the basement beneath the Sanctuary was excavated and six classrooms, a crib room and a 
ladies' lounge were constructed, again in a volunteer effort (with other classrooms built later in the basement 
of the parsonage). A new education unit was built in 1958, at a cost of $169,000, to supplement the other 
educational facilities. 

When the church celebrated its 1 15 th anniversary in 1989, their pastor of the past 28 years, Rev. J. 
Wallace Zink, was the guest speaker and members also noted the service of the Rev. O. Keller, the church's 
fourth clergyman, who was the last German- speaking minister and is buried in St. Paul's Union Cemetery. 

In 1956, the Evangelical Church aligned with the United Church of Christ, which we celebrate 50 years as 

part of this denomination. 

In 1957, the Christian Education classrooms were added to the church. Along with the Fellowship Hall 
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Equinox Fuel Cell Vehicle a Hit at Selfridge Air Show 
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City Sq, Butterfly Garden Opens 
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Detroit Cattle Baron's Ball Aims to See Cancer Ride into the Sunset 
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Motor City Hosts Dream Cruise 
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Theisen House Warren Michigan built in 1857 
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HOUSE 



BUILT C. 1857 



ftVREA'J OF UI3TDRY, MtCpldA* DEI" AH TMENT 4F «T4T 
BE-QlfiTERFD LOCAL 93TE NO. iTfiT 
*R<PF£ftTY OF JMl St^TI OF VICHFGAPL tBSl 





This house called the "Theisen House" is said to be the oldest continuously lived in residence 
in the City of Warren. It certainly is one of our most beautiful and classic residences also. 




Pot belly stove in cook house although not the original cook stove it does fine for heating and 
cooking for family events. One of the joys of a wood stove is the satisfaction one gets from 

putting junk mail to good use. 
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Sign on cook house said Old Homestead circa 1857 




This is original Carriage Barn 
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John Theisen House 






Drawing of John Theisen House 



More fotos coming 
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FOR PR. KRAMER , 
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His Heavenly Home On Palm 
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WARREN CREAMERY CO. 
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ess just 
e their 



it you to 



name, 
to fame, 

a st four; 
i door, 
in his 



the Holy 

yards on 

You got a 







The l\ 3. S, Arizona on fire and sinking in Pearl Harbor after 
gneak raid by Japanese bombers* The 25-year-old battleship was de- 
stroyed by the explosion of the first of its boilers and then its forward 
magazine, due to a bomb which was said to have literally passed down 

the smokestack. 
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Unmarked Graves 

Throughout the United States, Michigan and the World there are many more unmarked 

graves than marked ones. 

Let's examine the facts and see if the facts support the above. 

Are your grand parents graves marked? What about those many family babies who died at 

birth and who weren't talked about, do they have a marker? I have a brother and sister 

both without markers and don't I don't have the money to pay the exorbitant fees and 

expenses to place a stone on their graves even though I know where the graves are in a well at 

Forest Lawn cemetery. 

Do your great grand parents have a marker? Now repeat that question for a few more 
generations back. Most families soon run out of locations and also end up with the 

statement "there is no marker." 

How many generations have there been where there now is no marker? Using four 

generations per 100 years times the number of great grand parents and their brothers and 

sisters (the average family size being 12 including an average of 2 infant deaths) And 

remember you have 4 grandparents, 8 great grand parents, 16 great great grand parents and so 

on. The average family gets into the no marker at the great grand parent level. So that would 

be 8 +16 +32 + 64 + 128 + 256 + 512 + 1024 + 2048 + 4096 + 8192 + 16384+ 32768 + 
65536 + 131072 + 262144 + 54288 + 1,048,576 + 2,097,152 (that is back only 500 years) of 
course the above cannot continue because of inter marriage between families. 

Researchers state that evidence shows that our species (Homo sapiens) has been on this 
planet for at least 200,000 years. Divide that by 4 generations per hundred years and we get 
50,000 generations. So 50,000 generations times lets guess 50,000 ggggggggggggggg 
grandparents = 2,500,000,000 or whatever Enough to make the point that there are 



far more unmarked graves than marked graves. 

On November 17, 2010 at the Post Cemetery on Mackinac Island, a headstone was placed at 
the grave site of infant Robert D. Walsh over 117 years after his death at Fort Mackinac. The 
stillborn son of Private Walter J. Walsh and his wife, Fort Mackinac Hospital Matron 
Caroline Walsh, was buried at the Post Cemetery on Mackinac Island after his death on 
August 17, 1892 at Fort Mackinac. 

"By properly marking this grave site, we are able to honor the wishes of the family and bring 
greater historical accuracy to this cemetery," said Mackinac State Historic Parks Director Phil 
Porter. 

Mt Olivet cemetery open from 1888, Mt. Elliott from 1841 was a long wagon trek in bad 

weather from Warren. Staff members of many cemeteries have stated that they have 

hundreds of children buried without markers. St Clement Cemetery from 1854 is a sister 

pioneer cemetery to Warren Union Cemetery in Warren Michigan. Records show 451 child 

and 299 adult burials before 1898 of which only 28 markers now show a child burial. That 

gives a ratio of 1.5 child burials for each adult. There were 17 scattered years when there 

were about twice the children buried than adults. 5 years had about three times the child 

burials. One year had 12 times and one year 4 times. 

One old caretaker in Warren area admitted that there were a huge number of graves with no 
marker visible and that they actually had to probe with a rod before they dared dig a new 
grave. In the old days markers would fall down in the depression made when the old wood 
caskets caved in and in time covered over. Many mowers were pressed into service and the 
less markers the faster they could get the mowing done. St Clement had about 1,500 burials 

prior to 1943. The above is verifiable. 



Warren Union Cemetery is aside the Red Run along Chicago Road East of Ryan. Pioneer farmer Peter 
Gillette sold a parcel of land in 1 845 to eighteen families for a burial ground. Each family bought an area of 
ten feet by thirty feet. This was enough for 10-12 adults plus several children plus several infants that could 
possibility buried above adult burials if needed. In addition burial plots were sold to many other pioneer 
families and the cemetery was expanded several times. If there were lets say 100 families from this time at 
only 12 persons per owner that would be 1200 burials which is more than the surviving stones in 2012. 

Warren Union Cemetery has 2600 grave spaces inside the fenced area after 
subtracting aisles and drives. And it was considered filled up by WWII. 

Consider that the old section was considered full by 1945. Proof of that is in the fact that 
many of those old families had to buy plots in other cemeteries because their local lots were 
full, even if markers had not been placed on them. Even Dorothy Cummings states her father 
had to buy lots in other cemeteries. 

Township records, newspaper articles and stories indicate that pauper burials were also done 
there. They were buried at the back some perhaps outside of the current fence. Remember 

there was no fence there until 1986. 



If one looks at county death records 50% of the deaths were children in the old days 

prior to WWL 

Add to that the many more stillborns and baby burials that were not recorded. 

An examination of county records shows that of the 150 stones with children f s names at 
Warren Union Cemetery only a few were recorded. 

Families who suffered stillborn or baby deaths did not usually want a big funeral or a stone as 

there was a stigma about this. The family home served as the funeral home and most families 

just buried the remains in the cemetery quickly and privately and did not want a marker to 

remind them of a stillborn or sickly often unnamed baby which would prolong the sorrow of 

the guilt ridden grief stricken mother. 

Looking at Warren f s sister cemetery (St Clement with good records) there 
were about 1.5 child burials per adult burial prior to 1900. 

The infant mortality rate back then was very high sometimes over 200 per 1000 per 
annum so this over years indicate a few hundred. 

Old county death records of Warren show there are 500 child deaths per 1000 deaths 

average. 

The sister cemetery with good records indicates possibly 1200-1500 per 1000 adults 

buried. Since Warren Union Cemetery has around 1000 surviving stones that would 

indicate 1200-1500 children minus the 150 child markers leaves 1050-1350 possible 

additional unmarked child graves. Of course we don f t know the exact number but for 

sure there were more children buried there than there are stones for now. 

And it is known that virtually no stillborns and very few babies were marked by stones. 

Researchers have done the math of all of the above and say that there is high 
probability that hundreds of children are buried at Warren Union Cemetery without 

markers. 

And we already know that many adults in the very old families were buried there 

without markers. The famous John L Beebe family is there (without markers) and 

many other prominent Warren families don ? t show up on records of any other 

cemeteries and are most likely buried at Warren Union Cemetery. 

But the people who chose the wording for the cemetery plaque just counted surviving stones 
and did not do a good job at that. They did not do any research or consult any researchers. 
So their misinformed figure of 325 graves is wrong and misleading. Of course since it is now 
pressed into a metal monument it has become the sacred gospel of the Warren Historical 
Society. Just like those who say the world is flat and the sun goes around it they look at the 
absence of child markers say can't be children buried there. And we researchers and 



scientists ask OK then where were the children buried from Warren? 

A beautiful memorial was donated (without cost to the city) in memory of our pioneer 

families and children who were buried there and now have no markers. That stone was 

stolen by vigilante members of the Warren Historical Society because in their minds this was 

an old folks cemetery and there are no markers for these folks and their children. Duh! They 

have no right to steal a memorial donated to our pioneers and children. The memorial was 

not their property. How dare they steal a beautiful granite marker donated without cost 

to the city honoring our pioneers and their children and how dare they deny a memorial 

to our pioneers and their children put there for the education of visitors particularly 

our young people who are no longer taught history in school. It was causing no harm 

and there is lots of room for it. Or was it that because they couldn't take credit for it, or 

that a local researcher was quoted on it and were jealous? 

Most Cemeteries in the world including those of Macomb County Michigan have unmarked 

graves. Many old ones like Millar along Metro Parkway east of Schoenherr have almost no 

readable stones left. We could also state the fact that most burials of past years were not in 

cemeteries at all rather were in locations close to the site of death and are virtually unmarked. 

In Europe catacombs abound underground with thousands of unmarked bones. I have been 

there and seen them. Macaber to say the least but true facts nevertheless. Creepy isn't it. 

The writer of this article who is a historical researcher has read and indexed Warren Union 

Cemetery in Warren Michigan, St Clement Cemetery in Center line Michigan, Brookside, 

Perkins and Morehead in Fairgrove Michigan and Watrusville in Watrusville Michigan. He 

has also photographed all visible stones and published the research to local libraries and made 

it available free on the internet. 

Countless family cemeteries across the United States suffer this problem. But there is help. 
Researchers are identifying locations of family burials and inexpensive markers can be made 
to mark the graves. The writer has made cement markers by just pouring mortar cement into a 

rectangular mold then using cement stamps to put in the letters and numbers. The cost is 

minimal. The letters are then painted inside with black paint then a cement sealer applied to 

the top of the entire marker. This results in a marker that should last many years. No they are 

not of the same quality as a professional monument company marker and cement will not 
outlast granite. But cement marker bricks do the job and meet the need of marking graves or 

adding information to a site. 

See Save a Grave 
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United States Post Office 





156 Warren Village P.O. carriers, I - r Herbert Newberry, Frank Licht 
Hoxie. 



156 Wan 
Herbert Y 




WARREN POST O FF/CE--C ARRIBRS 




Front row, left to right: Theodore G. Nicodin, Gilbert L. Goboury, David R, Schwan, Ronald B, Mitchell, Edward W. 
Crozier, Hoyt Rollins, Howord A. Faber, William Noto, Joseph V. Cufforo. 

Back row, left to right: George A. Hagemeister, Robert J. LaCroix, Thomas B. Miller, Robert J. Dietz, Robert F. 
Lesneski, Thomas E. Stiller, Harold F. Hauman, ClaudeM. Everett. 






Warren Posf-Office Clerks-Alain Office 




Front row, left to right: Elizabeth A. Chase, Caroline Przyvtora, Laura Mukogowa, Eileen V. Hency, Mary C. Olin, 
Elaine B. Shoobridge, Elizabeth A. Gauthier, Aimee H. Jones, Morgaret A. Hackel. 

Bock row, left to right: Gilbert A. Briggs, Lester R. Frazier, Donold B. Licavoli, Ray H. Bomon, Matthew L. Fern 
Glenn O Pptrpp Th„r m n n i Minnitn SWmnn D Lemanski. Clarence N. Cryderman. 



POSTAL SUPERVISORS 




Left to Right: Postmaster Ralph Hartsig, Assistant Postmaster Edward T. Mafoshko, Superintendent of Mails 
Urban A. Friedmonn. 



jbeAication of tke Warren foil Offi 



ce 




SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1968 



2:00 P.M. 



28401 MOUND ROAD 



WARREN, MICHIGAN 48089 



Thank You Postal workers for your fine service to us. 



Van Dyke Businesses 




Homer's Drug Store 



25100 Van Dyke 
SL 7*£334 





For Exquisite Flower Styling 





RESCRIPTIO 

HIS3 ;■„*- BBE3I A A _ Sl8S5*i: 



BINSON'S 
PHARMACY 

Prescriptions 

25709 Van Dyke 
Center Line, Michigan 



SWANSON S STANDARD SERVICE 




Photostats & Reproduction Service 
Engineering & Drafting Supplies 

26455 Van Dyke 

Center Line, Michigan 

SL. 7-51 15 



Compliments 
T-Oj: ana* 

Best Wishes 





Schoensee Market 

25530 Van Dyke 

Center Line, Michigan 

SL 7-0636 

Carl and Ernie 




Peck Store 




t^M 4 - I 






May be the 

first Peck 

store. 





Street Scene — About 1870 



Could this be a Peck property? 
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Frank Peck Store -1890 




